Julian Girdham of St Columba’s College, Whitechurch, Dublin 16 offers some advice on making the most of your English Department website.  An electronic version can be viewed at:  http://export.writer.zoho.com/public/sccenglish/blogpresentation
All these services are free, and require little technical expertise. To follow links, simply press control and left click on the mouse 


Blogging
There are many free services on the Web - summary on Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blog_hosting_service.

The best-known are Blogger (which we use, owned by Google) and
Wordpress. Both are easy to use. Also have a look at Edublogs, which is based on Wordpress and specially designed for educators.

Online word-processors (for linking to the blog)
We use and recommend Zoho (as per this sheet), which has a very impressive online suite, including spreadsheet, 'show', wiki, polls and more. Google Applications, including Documents, dominate the market. 

Podcasting
We use Podbean to host our podcasts. And we have a channel on iTunes so that listeners can download these podcasts to their MP3 players (search for 'SCC English' in the iTunes Store).

Wiki
As with blogging, there are many options. Here's the Wikipedia list. We use Wikispaces (they give free wikis with many features to schools) and also for a staff wiki the impressive PBWiki. See also Zoho (as above)

Calendar
We use Google Calendar, which can easily be embedded on your site, and handles different calendars (department, personal etc).

Mindmapping
Freemind is excellent. While it may look overly sophisticated at first glance, it's easy to use, and you can ignore the more elaborate features.
Our presentation sheet is here. 

Email notification
We use FeedBurner (now owned by Google). This allows readers to receive your posts by email (reliable and spam-free service).

Del.icio.us
Tagging other pages/websites here. 

Statistics
We use StatCounter, Sitemeter and Google Analytics.

Animoto
This amazing service is free for videos up to 30 seconds : see an example of Dancing at Lughnasa production photos here.

Lulu- this is the self-publishing company in America we used to create our book Going Places(summer 2008).

YouTube
The best known video clip service makes it very easy to embed one of their videos on your site.

Issuu - another amazing free service - convert PDFs to flippable versions online - see an example with our Library magazine here.

Dipity - construct your own time-line, with video, links and photos, and embed it on the site.

Picasa - you can create slideshows and collages using this service owned by Google.

Wordle- fun, simple, amazing, lots of uses on your blog and in class - our own Wordles are here.

Other 'widgets' that we embed on our site -
· Library Thing , a kind of social network for readers. 

· Pageflakes is an aggregator of feeds from different sites, which you can make public. 

· We have a photo album from Flickr. 

· Map of school location : Google Maps. 

· ClustrMaps displays where your visitors come from.
Other :
Interview in Teaching English magazine (Spring 2007 edition)
2008 CESI Annual Conference p

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cesiblogs.eu/blog/?p=21" resentation
Article in Conference and Common Room magazine (summer 2008)
